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Abstract

Purpose — This paper aims to compare the quality of financial reporting (or accounting quality) of
firms cross-listed in Germany and the United Kingdom relative to domestic firms that are not
cross-listed in Germany and the United Kingdom.

Design/methodology/approach — The authors assess financial reporting quality based on five
measures of earnings management; two measures of timely loss recognition; and the explanatory
power (R?) of three models of stock price and returns association with accounting data. Accounting
quality is associated with less earnings management, more timely loss recognition and higher stock
price/returns association with accounting data.

Findings — The authors find that there is no difference in financial reporting quality of firms
cross-listed in Germany and the United Kingdom and domestic firms that do not cross-list in these
countries. They further find that German and UK cross-listing firms have lower accounting quality
than US cross-listing firms.

Research limitations/implications — The study is subject to some limitations. Cross-listing firms
may be different from non-cross-listing firms in characteristics other than country, size and
cross-listing, the variables used to match the firms. The authors also lose quite a number of
observations due to the matching process and therefore are limited by a small sample size.
Originality/value — This paper contributes to a growing literature on cross-listing and quality of
financial reporting. The authors extend Lang ef al’s work to exchanges outside of the USA. They
provide further support for Coffee, and Lang ef al. that firms cross-listed in the USA conform to higher
reporting standards than others, in particular in comparison with firms cross-listed in Germany.

Keywords Accounting, Financial reporting quality, Cross-listings, Germany, United Kingdom
Paper type Research paper

1. Introduction

This paper compares the quality of financial reporting of firms cross-listed in Germany
and in the UK relative to domestic firms that are not cross-listed in Germany and in the
UK. Lang et al. (2003) compare the accounting quality of firms cross-listed (CL) in the
USA and firms not cross-listed (NCL) in the USA, finding evidence of earnings
management with NCL firms. According to Coffee (2002) and Lang et al. (2003),
International Journal of Accounting  COSS-listing may serve a bonding role, causing systematic differences in terms of
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transparency between firms cross-listed in the US stock exchanges and other firms (German and UK

listed in their domestic markets. Specifically, CL firms face:
* increased enforcement by the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC);
+ a more demanding litigation environment; and

+ enhanced disclosure and reconciliations to US generally accepted accounting
principles (GAAP).

Coffee (2002) suggests that firms do not appear to view cross-listing in non-US markets
as a close substitute for US cross-listing, which he attributes to differences in
regulatory environments.

This paper extends Lang et al. (2003) to a non-US setting to examine whether the
regulatory environments of other stock exchanges provide the same impact on
accounting quality. We chose stock exchanges located in Germany and the UK for a
number of reasons. First, as of 1998, the UK and Germany had the largest number of
cross-listings after the USA, 406 and 179 firms, respectively, (Sarkissian and Schill,
2004)[1]. In recent years, the London Stock Exchange (LSE) has attracted more foreign
firms to cross-list than has the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE). In 1998, the NYSE’s
share of cross-listings exceeded London’s share by 74 percent; by 2005, the NYSE’s
share exceeded London’s share by only 59 percent (Doidge et al., 2009).

Stock exchanges in these two countries also play an important role in the global
financial market. In the 2008 Annual Report of World Federation of Exchanges, the
LSE was the fifth largest market in equity market capitalization, and Deutsche Borse
was the eighth. They were among the top five largest exchanges by total value of share
trading in 2008[2].

Lastly, Germany and the UK provide an interesting setting to explore whether a
host country’s legal and institutional characteristics impact the financial reporting
quality of cross-listed firms (Leuz et al., 2003). Germany has the legal origin of the code
law, while the UK is of the common law. In terms of disclosure requirements, firms
listed on the LSE are required to file annual reports that comply with International
Accounting Standards. Except for the USA, no other world exchanges add to the
disclosure requirements of the LSE (Meek and Gray, 1989). La Porta et al (2006)
demonstrate that Germany lags behind the UK in the area of disclosure requirements,
public enforcement, and private enforcement. While the UK has one of the strongest
disclosure systems in the world, Germany has less stringent reporting requirements
than the USA or the UK. As such, the empirical question is whether varying regulatory
environments of host countries impact accounting quality of cross-listed firms. We
further examine whether a difference exists in financial reporting quality of firms
cross-listed on these non-US stock exchanges versus firms cross-listed in the USA.

Our findings show no evidence that firms cross-listed in Germany or the UK have
better accounting quality than matched firms not cross-listed in these two countries.
The results of our comparison of German/UK cross-listings with US cross-listings
indicate lower accounting quality in German/UK CL firms than that of US CL firms.
Hence, in a non-US setting, the accounting quality of CL firms does not seem to be
affected by the legal origin or institutional features of a host country.

Our paper contributes to the literature on cross-listing and quality of financial
reporting. We extend Lang et al. (2003) to exchanges outside of the USA. Furthermore,
we do not limit our samples to European firms, as in Pagano et al (2002) or
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IJAIM Caban-Garcia (2009). Caban-Garcia (2009) finds little support for an association
213 between securities regulation and earnings quality of European firms cross-listed in
’ 13 European stock exchanges. Our results offer additional evidence to that effect. We
also provide support for Coffee (2002) and Lang et al (2003) that firms cross-listed in
the USA conform to higher reporting standards than others, particularly in comparison
with firms cross-listed in Germany.
194 The remainder of our paper is organized as follows. Section 2 discusses prior
literature. Section 3 presents our hypotheses and models. In Section 4, we discuss
our sample and data. Our results are presented in Section 5. Section 6 concludes
the paper.

2. Literature review

Biddle and Saudagaran (1989) and Saudagaran and Biddle (1992) find that firms are
less likely to list their shares on foreign stock exchanges with higher disclosure levels
than those of their domiciles, suggesting that financial disclosure levels are an
important determinant of exchange choices[3]. Pagano ef «/. (2001) find that European
companies are more likely to cross-list in more liquid and larger markets, and in
countries with better investor protection, more efficient courts and bureaucracy, and
language and institutions similar to their home country. However, their cross-listing
decisions correlate negatively with differences between the accounting standards of
the destination and home countries. Pagano et al (2002) find a decline of foreign
listings in Europe and a large increase in European listings in the USA from 1986 to
1997, which they attribute to lower trading costs, tighter accounting standards and
better shareholder protection in the USA than in most European countries[4].

Many researchers examine firms’ motivation for a US cross-listing. The bonding
theory recognizes that in countries where legal protections for minority investors are
weak or enforcement mechanisms are poor, firms find raising external capital
considerably more difficult (La Porta et al., 1997). Coffee (1999) and Stulz (1999) suggest
that firms wishing to access external capital bond themselves to protect the interests of
minority investors by cross-listing in the USA because compliance with US disclosure
requirements, exposure to SEC enforcement, and the threat of shareholder litigation
make it harder and more costly for controlling owners and managers to extract private
control benefits from outside investors. Studies supporting the bonding hypothesis
include Reese and Weisbach (2002) and Doidge ef al. (2004).

Earlier studies on financial reporting quality examined the relationship between
earnings and stock prices around the world (Alford ef al., 1993; Joos and Lang, 1994).
Ali and Hwang (2000), Ball et al (2000) and Fan and Wong (2001) study various
institutional factors to explain differences in the price-earnings association across
countries. Leuz ef al (2003) document differences in earnings management across
31 countries, finding a negative relationship between earnings management and
investor protection. Wang et al. (2010) find that Taiwan firms sell long-lived assets and
investments to beat earnings thresholds. Cheng and Reitenga (2009) discover
differential effects of institutional non-blockholders and active institutional
blockholders on earnings management behavior.

In the cross-listing literature, US CL firms are found to exhibit higher accounting
quality than NCL firms in terms of lower earnings management, more timely loss
recognition and stronger price-return association (Lang et al., 2003). When comparing
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US firms and foreign firms cross-listed in the USA, Lang ef al (2006) find the German and UK

accounting data of CL companies demonstrating lower quality than that of the US
matched sample. In a non-US setting, Caban-Garcia (2009) examines European firms
cross-listed in European countries and finds no significant differences between the
earnings quality of CL and NCL firms, suggesting that the bonding hypothesis may be
irrelevant outside of the US market. Since Caban-Garcia (2009) does not indicate
whether her results apply to cross-listings on all European stock exchanges or only
certain exchanges, we differ from her study in that we focus on two important
European exchanges and our sample firms are not limited to European firms. We also
examine a variety of measures for accounting quality.

3. Hypotheses and models

We extend Lang ef al (2003) to examine whether the regulatory environment
of Germany and the UK provide the same impact on accounting quality. As
reported in Table II of La Porta et al. (2006) on a country’s securities regulation,
Germany’s respective scores for disclosure requirements, private enforcement, and
public enforcement are 0.42, 0.21 and 0.22. They fall below that of the overall global
medians of 0.58, 0.54 and 0.55, as well as that of the USA of 1.0, 1.0 and 0.90. Given
the less stringent regulatory environment, we expect that firms cross-listed in
Germany do not differ in accounting quality from NCL firms listed in the home
countries. That is, there is no difference in earnings management, timely recognition of
losses, and price-earnings association between CL and NCL firms in the case of
Germany.

On the other hand, the same indices for the UK are 0.83, 0.75 and 0.68, which are
above the overall global medians and only slightly below that of the USA. This is
consistent with Meek and Gray (1989) that the reporting requirements in the UK are
second only to the USA. Hence, we expect firms cross-listed in the UK to have better
accounting quality than NCL firms from the home countries. That is, there is lower
earnings management, more timely recognition of losses, and better price-earnings
association between CL and NCL firms in the case of the UK.

Our models for examining accounting quality are based on the models in Lang ef al.
(2003), 1e. earnings management models, timely loss recognition models, and
association of stock prices and returns with accounting data.

Earnings management models
We use five measures to calculate earnings smoothing behavior and earnings
management; higher earnings management indicates lower accounting quality:

(1) The variability of net income (ANI); it is the variance of the residuals from a
regression of the absolute value of changes in annual income (scaled by total
assets) on size, growth, equity issue, debt issue and asset turnover. A low
variability of NI (small variance) suggests earnings smoothing.

(2) Theratio of AOI and AOCF, where AOI is the variance of the change in operating
profit, and AOCF is the variance of the change in net operating cash flows. The
variances of AOI and AOCF are obtained from the regression of the absolute
value of each variable on size, growth, equity issue, debt issue and asset turnover.
A low ratio of AOI to AOCF suggests earnings management.

cross-listings
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JAIM (3) The Spearman partial correlation between the residuals of operating accruals
21.3 (OA) and operating cash flows (OCF). To obtain the residuals of OA and OCF,
’ we regress the absolute value of each variable on size, growth, equity issue, debt
issue and asset turnover. Earnings management is indicated by a negative
correlation between the residuals of OA and OCF; that is, firms use accruals to

smooth variability in earnings.

196 (4) The magnitude of discretionary accruals, measured using the Jones (1991) model.
Accruals = (ACA — ACash) — (ACL — ASTD — ATP) — Depreciation and
amortization expense, where ACA represents the change in total current assets,
ACash represents the change in total cash/cash equivalents, ACL represents the
change in total current liabilities, ASTD represents the change in short-term debt
included in current liabilities, and ATP represents the change in income taxes
payable. We regress accruals on size, growth, equity issue, debt issue and asset
turnover. The absolute value of the residual of this regression gives us
discretionary accruals. Earnings management is indicated by the absolute value of
discretionary accruals (ABSDA).

(5) The likelihood of cross-listing firms reporting small positive NI. We estimate a
logit model regressing small positive NI variable on an indicator variable set to 1
for CL and 0 for NCL firms and the control variables. The small positive
NI variable is an indicator set to 1 for observations for which annual NI scaled by
total assets is between 0 and 0.01 and set to 0 otherwise; the coefficient on the
indicator variable is the measure of earnings management. A negative coefficient
indicates a lower likelihood of reporting small positive income (or less earnings
management) by CL firms relative to NCL firms.

Timely loss recognition models
Timely loss recognition is assessed using three measures; accounting quality is
associated with more timely recognition of losses:

(1) Thelikelihood of CL firms reporting large negative NI. We estimate a logit model
regressing a large negative NI variable on an indicator variable set to 1 for CL and
0 for NCL firms and the control variables. The large NI variable is an indicator set
to 1 for observations for which annual NI scaled by total assets are less than
—0.20 and set to 0 otherwise; the coefficient on the indicator variable is the
measure of timely loss recognition. A positive coefficient indicates a higher
likelihood of reporting negative income (more timely loss recognition) by CL
firms relative to NCL firms.

(2) The timely loss recognition is the skewness of earnings per share (EPS), which
measures the asymmetry of the probability distribution of EPS. Ball ef al. (2000,
p. 12) document that:

[...] common law earnings are more left skewed than code law earnings. Conservative
accounting tends to incorporate economic losses as larger but transitory, capitalized
amounts, and to incorporate economic gains as smaller but persistent flows over time,
thus generating the negative skew of accounting income.

Lang et al. (2003, p. 374) interpret this as evidence of more timely recognition of
losses.
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(3) The Basu (1997) regression of earnings on return, dummy variable for loss, and German and UK
interaction of return and dummy variable. The coefficient on the interaction of cross-listings
return and dummy variable measures timely loss recognition.

Association of stock prices and returns with accounting data
Prior research such as Robbani and Bhuyan (2010) has examined the relationship
between stock price or returns and accounting data. We assess the association of price 197
and returns with accounting data using the explanatory power (R% of three
regressions. Estimation models with high explanatory power (R? reflect high
reporting quality:

(1) Regressing stock price on the book value of equity per share and EPS.

(2) Regressing EPS on positive returns.

(3) Regressing EPS on negative returns.

4. Sample and data

Our sample of CL firms is taken from Sarkissian and Schill (2004). We limit our CL firms to
those coming from a home country that has at least five firms cross-listed in the host
countries, i.e. the UK or Germany. The CL firms in Germany (GCL) in our sample are from
the following six home countries: Austria, France, Japan, The Netherlands, Switzerland
and the UK. Our NCL sample in Germany (NGCL) consists of firms matched by size (total
assets) from the same home countries and not cross-listed in Germany. The CL firms in the
UK (UKCL) in our sample are from the following 17 home countries: Australia, Canada,
France, Germany, Greece, India, Ireland, Japan, Korea, The Netherlands, Norway, Poland,
South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Taiwan and Turkey. Our NCL sample (NUKCL) consists of
firms matched by size from the above 17 home countries and not cross-listed in the UK. We
obtain our sample firms from the Worldscope CDs. Worldscope covers over 24,000 public
companies in more than 50 developed and emerging markets, representing over 96 percent
of the market value of the world’s publicly traded companies. The CDs contain up to ten
years of historical financial data from annual reports of the publicly traded companies
around the world. The latest year for cross-listing in our sample is 1998, so we obtain 1998
and 1999 financial data for our sample firms from Worldscope CDs 1998 through 2000 to
conduct a cross-sectional analysis.

Table I gives the frequency distribution by home countries of firms listed in the two
host markets. Germany has 96 cross-listings from six countries, while the UK has
258 cross-listings from 17 countries. The largest number of firms cross-listed in
Germany is from Japan, followed by The Netherlands. The largest number of
cross-listings in the UK is from Ireland, followed by South Africa and Japan. Excluding
firms with missing data, we obtain 72 CL firms in Germany and 104 CL firms in the
UK. We then match firms by country of origin and firm size, obtaining 36 NGCL firms
and 44 NUKCL firms as our control sample.

5. Results

Table II presents the results of our measures of financial reporting quality. In Panel A1,
variability of ANI and variability of AOI and AOCF are close to zero for GCL and NGCL
firms. Low variability suggests earnings smoothing in both GCL and NGCL firms.
The correlation of OA and OCF is —0.073 for GCL and —0.126 for NGCL firms.
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[JAIM

213 Country Initial sample Percentage Final sample Percentage
Panel A: Germany
Austria 6 6.25 2 5.56
France 7 7.29 4 1111
Japan 50 52.08 22 61.11
198 The Netherlands 17 17.71 3 8.33
Switzerland 9 9.38 3 8.33
UK 7 7.29 2 5.56
Total 96 100.00 36 100.00
Panel B: UK
Australia 10 3.95 5 11.36
Canada 20 791 2 4.55
France 6 2.37 3 6.82
Germany 11 4.35 2 4.55
Greece 5 1.98 0 0
India 17 6.72 7 1591
Ireland 51 20.16 6 13.64
Japan 27 10.67 1 2.27
Korea 14 5.53 1 2.27
The Netherlands 13 5.14 2 4.55
Norway 5 1.98 2 4.55
Poland 7 2.77 0 0
South Africa 35 13.83 5 11.36
Spain 5 1.98 0 0
Table 1. Sweden 12 474 4 9.09
Frequencies of Taiwan 9 3.56 4 9.09
cross-listing firms in Turkey 6 2.37 0 0
Germany and the UK Total 258 100.00 44 100.00

The more negative correlation indicates a significantly higher level of earnings
management in NGCL firms than in GCL firms. Discretionary accrual (median
ABSDA) is 0.076 for GCL firms and 0.067 for NGCL firms, but the medians are not
significantly different. GCL firms are less likely to report small positive NI than NGCL,
but the coefficient (—0.357) is not significant.

The likelihood of reporting large negative income is not significantly higher for GCL
firms (Panel B1). GCL firms have negatively skewed EPS (—2.796), while NGCL firms
have positively skewed EPS (5.218). The negative skewness of EPS serves as evidence of
more timely recognition of losses by GCL firms relative to NGCL firms. The Basu (1997)
regression for timely loss recognition does not show a significant coefficient for either
group; there is no indication that GCL or NGCL firms are timely in recognizing losses.

In Panel C1, the regression of stock price on book value and earnings show a lower
R?for GCL firms (70.2 percent) than for NGCL firms (99.9 percent), 1ndlcat1ng a better
association of stock prices with accounting data for NGCL firms. The R? of the
regression of earnings on positive returns (good news) is also lower for the GCL firms
than for the NGCL firms. However, the R of the regression of earnings on negative
returns (bad news) is higher for the GCL firms than for the NGCL firms. The Vuong
(1989) test indicates that only the explanatory power of the good news models (R ?) is
significantly different between GCL and NGCL firms. Overall, there is no consistent
evidence that firms cross-listed in Germany have better earnings quality than firms
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that do not cross-list in Germany. This contrasts the evidence in the USA that CL firms  German and UK

have better earnings quality than NCL firms (Lang et al., 2003).

In Panel A2, the variability of ANI and of AOI and AOCF is close to zero for UKCL
and NUKCL firms, indicating earnings smoothing in these firms. The correlation of OA
and OCF is 0.206 for UKCL and 0.112 for NUKCL firms, indicating that there is no
earnings management. Median ABSDA is lower for UKCL firms (0.052) than that for
NUKCL firms (0.091), suggesting more earnings smoothing through discretionary
accruals in NUKCL firms than in UKCL firms. UKCL firms are less likely to report
small positive NI than NUKCL firms (coefficient = — 0.696), indicating higher earnings
management in NUKCL firms than in UKCL firms.

Panel B2 shows that the coefficient for the likelihood of UKCL firms reporting large
negative NI is positive but not significant (44.595). Both UKCL and NUKCL firms have
negatively skewed EPS; they are timely in recognizing losses. The Basu (1997)
regression coefficient for timeliness in recognizing losses is not significant for UKCL
firms but is significantly positive for NUKCL firms (coefficient = 13.705). NUKCL
firms are timely in reporting losses.

In Panel C2, the regression of stock price on annual earnings shows an R 2 that is
similar for UKCL firms (0.946) and NUKCL firms (0.948). The R 2 of the regression of
earnings on returns for good news is higher for NUKCL firms than for UKCL firms. The
R 2 of the regression of earnings on returns for bad news is higher for NUKCL firms than
for UKCL firms. The Vuong (1989) test indicates that the explanatory power of the three
models (R ?) is significantly different between UKCL and NUKCL firms. Overall, we do
not find consistent evidence that firms cross-listed in the UK have better earnings
quality than firms that do not cross-list in the UK. In comparison, UKCL firms tend to
have smaller discretionary accruals and report small positive incomes less frequently
than NUKCL firms. However, NUKCL firms are timely in loss recognition and have
better stock price earnings association than UKCL firms. This contrasts the findings in
the USA that CL firms have better earnings quality than NCL firms (Lang ef al., 2003).

We next test if a firm incorporated in a country with code-law origin exhibits better
earnings quality when cross-listed in a market with common-law origin[5]. Germany
has code-law origin, so we run this test only for code-law firms cross-listed in the UK, a
common-law country. La Porta et al (1998) classify France, Germany, Greece, Japan,
Korea, The Netherlands, Norway, Spain, Sweden, Taiwan and Turkey as code-law
countries, while Australia, Canada, India, Ireland, and South Africa as common-law
countries. Poland is not classified, but we include it as a code-law country. The results
(untabulated) for code-law firms are similar to our overall findings.

We next exclude firms identified in Sarkissian and Schill (2004) as cross-listed in other
markets (Belgium, France, Luxembourg, The Netherlands and the USA) from our sample
of CL and NCL firms. The results are presented in Table III. The first panel presents
results for GCL and NGCL firms and the second panel for UKCL and NUKCL firms. The
results are similar to those shown in Table II. Overall, there is no consistent evidence that
GCL firms have better earnings quality than NGCL firms. We also do not find consistent
evidence that UKCL firms have better accounting quality than NUKCL firms.

Additional analysis: comparing with cross-listings in the USA
We conduct additional analyses to compare German/UK CL firms with US CL firms.
Table IV notes some differences in the accounting quality between German and

cross-listings

201

www.man



(panuuod)
6L =1u
cr=u
ce=u

0000 0000
0000 0000
JUSUWIDSRURW SSUIUIRD (7Y [dUB]
SSULSI-SSOLI-UON] M/ Yj ur SSuSy-ssoL)
w22 9700 Oor=u S0T°0
« €00 g=u 2000
6660 gl =1u €8L°0
BJEp SUnunoddR Yim suinial pue saoLid 30031S JO UOLRIDOSSE 1)) [PUBJ
Le€0— gl100
8687 ¥20°€ —
618°C—
UONIUS0991 SSO[ Ao} :T¢ [Pued
#5077 0—
GL0°0 6400
80T°0— ¥eT0
0000 0000
0000 0000
JUSUWIDSRURW SSUIUIRD (1Y [dUB]
SSULSI-SSOLI-UON] Quputtar) ur SSuSY-sSoL)

ADOV Pue [QV Jo Ajiqeres

INV Jo Ayiqetrep

24nSDIP]
SMAU pPB( NSeg
SMIU PO0S nsegqg

SSurIed pue aN[eA 300q UO D]

o & UO0ISSIUTOY

JUIIOLJR00 IN((T+y UOISSIS0I nseq

SdA JO SSouMaNS
IN 2ADRSIU 9318

IN 2ansod [[ews JO 95ejuadI
VSV Jo UeIpajA

AD0 Pue Y JO Uone[e.LIo)
AD0V Pue [0V Jo A[IqeLIeA

INV Jo Ay[iqetres

2UNSDIPA]

[JAIM

21,3

202

Table III.

Financial reporting

<

m oo
20

[3] n

ST @ Q
an » Q
ESZES S
L »n 2 = s
SBIESE
522 &2y
0.5 5 2
Whodﬁum
.hwamwo
< =2 8-

32388
55858

c
S
E




203
Table III.
www.man

cross-listings

German and UK

SUINJAT JALIBSIU UO S| SISSAIZI [9POW SMIU PB( Y} SWInjal aAnsod uo
S 7 S9SSAILZ9I [9POW SMAU PO0S 3] ‘S Pue 91eys Jod A)mbs Jo anfeA }00( 9y} U0 30LId ¥00)S 9} S9SSAIZ [9POW 90LId 9y} 9[(BLIBA AWND PUL WINJD.I
JO UOIORISIUI PUR ‘SSO[ 10] J[(BLIBA AWWIND ‘WINJSI UO STUIWIELS JO UOISSAIZAI (£66]) NSeY 9Y) WOIJ UOLORINUI Y} JO JUSIOLJI0I ) SI JUSIDLI0D N[+
A S JH Jo uonnqgrusip Aiqeqoid 9y} JO ANIWASE 9} S9INSLIW S5 JO SSIUMIYS () :P1I0daI SI 9[(BLIBA I0JBIIPUL 9} UO JUIIOLFI0D 3Y) DSIMINYIO0
(0 01 39S pue (0g'0 — URY) SS3[) [('() PUB () UaMIa( SI SJSSE [BJ0]} A(| PI[eIS [N [BNUUR [OIYM I0J SUOLIBAIISO IO T 0} J9S I0JRIIPUL UR SI 9[(RLIBA [N
(eAnESaU 95.1e]) 9A1IS0d [[BWS 9Y) ‘SI[(BLIBA [0IJU0D 3} PUB SULI SUISI[-SS010-U0U 10] () PUB SUNSI[-SSOID 10 T 0} J9S 9[(BLIBA I0JRIIPUI UR UO S[(BLIBA [N
(PAneSau 951e]) 9ANISOd [[BUWS 9Y) SUISSIIZAI 9INSLIUL B9 I0J [9POUI JIS0] 9)eIedss B 9jewn)ss am ‘[N (PANBSIU 951e]) 9AnIsod [[ews Jo 98ejusdiad atj) 10J
€00z ‘I 12 zna]) uoneIRIdI(] — (B[qeARd XBIY — 1QOP WLR-IOUSY — SONI[IGRI] JURLIN)Y) — (YSBYY — SIOSSE JUILIN))Y) SB PAINSBIW 91k S[BILIDJR
ATRUOIRIDSIP 2I9UM ‘S[BNIDIR ATRUOLRIISIP JO SN[BA 9)N[OSCR URIPIW 9]} SI (IS Y URIPIW 3} SA[CBLIBA [01JUO0D 9]} UO I[(BLIBA IBI JO UOISSIIZAI B WOIJ
S[BNPISaI JO §19S 110q 9INdWO00 aMm :SaMIATIOR Sunjeiado WOl MO[J Sk 13U JO S[BNPISAI 3y} PUB (J)() — SIXE) PUER JSAIUI 310Ja( SSUILLILI SB PI)R[NI[L)
srenuooe guneiado Jo S[BNPISAI 9y} UsomIa( UoNR[R.LI00 ueuiesdg [ented ay) ST ,[)() PUB V() JO UONB[ALIOD I} SIAIINO I0J [0XU0D 0} [9AJ] Jusdiad |
Y1 1B DOV PUB TOV ‘INV 9ZLIOSULM 9M S9OUBLIBA 9AT}09dSAI 119} JO ORI () 31NdWO0d 0] PIsn Ik S[BNPISAI JO SI0J09A 0M] 3} ‘SI[CBLIBA [01JUO0D 3} UO
PIsSa1891 SUIA( J[(BLIBA OB JO aN[BA 9)INJOSUR 3} UO PIse( YOV PUB [V JO S9dUBLIBA 9} 9ndwiod 9m SMO[J ysed Surjetado Jou ut 95Uryd JO 9dUBLIBA
A 0} (Sen1Ande Sunerado woly PIALLD Jgoid Xe) 910§9q) Jyoid Suneisdo ul 93uLYD JO dOUBLIBA Y} JO ORI 3} SI DOV PUB [QV JO AI[IGRLIBA 9y}
Pue ‘S9[qeLIBA [0U0D 3y} PUB (JAI(]) IN0ARd PUSPIAIP UO (S}9SSE [B10) A] PI[BIS) [N [BNUUER UL SOSURYD JO 9NJRA 9N[OSCE ) JO UOISSIIZAI B WO.LJ S|BNPISaI
91} JO DUBLILA 3} SB PAUYSP ST NV JO AN[IqELIeA 9} (PI[Ie)-au0) S[PA] 100, ., PUB GO0, , ‘010, & SdnoIS Usamiaq JuaIolIp AJUBIYIUSIS :SIION

GL=u 4220010 yr=u 1000 SamoU peq nseq
I =u « L1100 Og=1u 7000 SM3U oo nsegq
c=u X)) ye=u 2560 SSUItILd pue aNJeA Y00 UO LI
2 U0ISSILTR]

BJEp SUNUNOJIJE (M SWINIAI PueR S90LId 3J01S JO UONRIOSSE 7)) [QUB]
1 VG6ST 2200 — JUSIOLFA0D ANy UOISSISAI nsegq
1042~ LEC8 — SdH JO SSauMaN§
¥ST°0 IN 2A1ESaU 9318

UOTITUS0091 SSO[ A[oW) :g¢ [Pueq

8660 — IN 2An1s0d [[RWS JO 98eIUadIJ
LLETO 8700 YASqV Jo UeIpsjA

Ge00 €L00 AD0 Pue YO JO UOHE[RLI0]




c
S
€

(panurjuod)
0000 0000 A00V PUe [QV Jo ANfiqeries
0000 0000 INV Jo ANfiqeries
JUSUWIDSBURW SSUIULILD (7Y [dUB]
VS 24} ut SSunsy-ssoL) M/ Y} ur SSuLsy-ssoL) 2UNSVI]
16 = +45%8800 Te=u 8000 SMaU peq nseq
9G=1u 0000 GL=1u 9000 MU Poo3 nseg
L =u 3060 ge=u c0L'0 0L
7 & UO0ISSILTaY
BIEp SUNUNOdIL M SUINJAI puk s90LId 3D0)S JO UOLRIDOSSE () [UB]
I 74 15070 JUSIOJR0D A(IY UOISSaISa1 nseyq
VLETT 96LC— SdH JO SSUMINS
ePGG — IN 2A1ESaU 9318
UONIUZ0091 SSO[ A[own) :T{ [duB]
6920 IN 2a11s0d [[BWS JO 98)U3019]
0800 9L0°0 VASAV jo UelpaN
wss LOV0— €L00— AD0 Pue YO JO UONE[RLI0Y
0000 0000 A00V PUe [QV Jo ANfiqeres
0000 0000 INV Jo ANfiqeties
JUSUWISBURW SSUIUILD (1Y [dUB]
VS 24} ut SSunsy-ssoL) Auputaas) ur SSUSY-sS04) 2UNSVI]
22
=}
gM %
£8 8
EE*
= =EE%5%
= = 25297
— =i
=2 N N EEEES




205
Table IV.
www.man

cross-listings

German and UK

SUINJAI SANILZIU UO G I SISSAIFAI [9POUL SMAU PB( I} ‘SUINJAI 9ANISod U0
S 7 S9SSAI3I [9POW SMAU PO0S 3} ‘SJ7 pue a1eys Jod A3mbs Jo anjeA y00( 9y} U0 30LId }00)S 9} $9SSAIZI [9powll 90LId 9y} D[BLIBA AWND PUL WINJD.I
JO UOIORISIUL PUE ‘SSO[ 10] J[(BLIBA AWWIND ‘UINJAI UO SFUILILS JO UOISSAIZAI (L66T) NSBY 9Y) WOIJ UOLORINUI 3} JO JUIIOYJI0D ) SI JUSIDYTI0D NN ([
3y} :SJ7 Jo uonnquLusip Ajiqeqoid sy Jo AnSWWASE ) S9MSEIW S5 JO SSOUMIYS 9Y) PatIodal ST 9[(RLIBA I0JBIIPUL 3]} UO JUSIOLJ200 3Y) DSIMIYI0
() 03398 PUB (0Z'0 — UBY} SSI]) T()’() PUB () U92M]JI( SI SJ9SSE [BJ0) AC PI[IS [N [ENUUR YOIYM I0J SUOIBAIISCO 10 T 03 19S I0JBIIPUI UR ST 9[(BLIBA [N (9A1}RSSU
931e[) 9AISOd [[BWS A} :SI[BLIBA [0IU0D 3} PUL SULIY SUNSI[-SS010 G J0] () PUB SUNSI[-SSOID 3[()/AUBULIIL) JOJ | 0} 39S 9[(RLIBA I0JBIIPUI UR UO J[(RLIBA
IN (An1ES9U 9318]) 9A1)ISOd [[BUWS 9Y) SUISSIIZAI 9IMSLIUW OB 0] [9pO 130 ajeredas B 9)euISd am ‘TN (FAIIRSaU 938.1e]) 9A1)IS0d [[RWUS JO a3ejuadiad o)
107 £(€00Z “7v 12 zno]) uonereida — (F[qeARJ XBY — 1¢op UL)-JI0YSY — SONI[IGRIT JUa.LIN)Y) — (USB)Y — SI9SSE JUSLIN))Y) SB PAINSEIW 91 S[BNIOOR
ATRUOIDIOSIP 919UM ‘S[RIIDIR ATRUOLDIISIP JO SN[BA 9IN[OSCR URIPIW 9]} SI (IS Y URIPSW 3} S9[BLIBA [011UO0D 9} UO 9[(BLIBA ORI JO UOISSIIZAI B WOIJ
S[ENPISal JO $39S 130q 21ndwod am SaIATOR Sunjeiado WOy MO YSED 39U JO S[BNPISAI 9y} PUB (,{)() — SOXB) PUR JSAIAUI 910J9( SSUILLIEI SB PIJB[NI[BD)
srenuooe guneiado Jo S[BNPISAI 3Y) U9omIa( UONR[R.LI0) ueuLieadg [ented ay) St ) PUB Y() JO UONR[RLIOD 3} SIAI[INO 10] [0NU0D 0} [9A3] Ju0iad |
9y} I8 DOV PUB TOV ‘INV 9ZLIOSUIM 9M S9OUBLIBA 9A1}9dSAI 1191} JO O1jRI () 3indwiod 0} Pasn a1k S[ENPISAI JO SI0J09A 0M] 9} SI[CBLIBA [01JU0D dJ) UO
P3sSa1891 LA J[(BLIBA OB JO aN[BA 9IN[OSCR 3} UO PIseq JHOV PUB [QV JO S9dUBLIBA 9} 9)ndwiod 9m SMO[J ysed Suijetado Jau ul 93Uryd JO 9dUBLIEA
A 0} (Sen1anOe Sunerdo woy PIALID jgoid Xe) 91059q) Jgyoid Sunesdo ur aSUuBYD JO JDUBLIBA A} JO ORI A} SI DOV PUB [QV JO AJN[IGBLIBA 9}
PUE ‘S9[qRLIBA [01U0D 3} pUB (JA[(]) IN0Ard PUIPIAIP UO (SJ9SSE [0} A PI[RIS) [N [BNUUE UL SISUBYD JO IN[BA 9IN[OSCR 3} JO UOISSIIAI B WOIJ S[eNPISL
9} JO SOUBLIRA Y} SB Paulap S [NV Jo AN[IGRLIEA SU) {(Pa[le}-auo) S[9ad] 100, ., PUB 600, , ‘0T°0, ¥ sdnois usamiaq JUSILHIP AJUBIYIUSIS :SAON

68 =1u 456800 LI=u 0000 SMOU peq nsey
NI =1u 50000 le=u €000 SMau poos nseq
S61 = u 400060 w=1u 960 0L

2 & U0ISSaUTOY

BIBp SUUNOdIL IIM SUINJDI pue sedLid 300)S JO UOIRIDOSSE (7)) [UB]
w2070 8000 — JUSIOYJA0D IA(Ix3 UOISS9ISaI nsey
796'TT 0LE6— SdH JO SSoUMINS
G000 — IN 2an3eSaU 2818

UonIuS0991 SSO[ AW} Zg [Pued

60— IN @A11s0d [[BWS JO 95BJUDISJ
6300 2s00 VASAV Jo UeIpsA

G800 — 9020 A00 PUB V() JO UORE[P.LIO)




JAIM US CL firms. In Panel A1, the significantly higher negative correlation of OA and OCF

213 for US CL firms indicates more earnings smoothing in US CL firms than in GCL firms.

’ GCL firms have negatively skewed EPS, while US cross-listings have positively

skewed EPS, indicating more timely loss recognition among GCL firms. However,

Panel B1 shows that the Basu (1997) coefficient is significantly positive (0.254) for US

CL firms, suggesting that they are more timely in loss recognition. The overall

206 explanatory power of the regression of stock price and returns is higher for US CL

firms (0.902) than for German CL firms (0.702), as shown in Panel C. The explanatory

power of the earnings-returns regression for bad news firms is also significantly higher

for US CL firms (0.088) than for GCL firms (0.008). Our results provide some evidence
indicating lower accounting quality in GCL firms than US CL firms.

Our results demonstrate similarities in earnings management between UK and US
CL firms. Panel A2 shows no significant differences in the variability of change in NI
and that of operating income over operating cash flow. Median ABSDA of UK and US
CL firms is 0.052 and 0.082, respectively; the difference is marginally significant at the
10 percent level. UKCL firms have negatively skewed EPS, while US CL firms have
positively skewed EPS, indicating more timely loss recognition among UKCL firms.
However, the Basu (1997) regression coefficient is significantly positive (0.407) for US
CL firms; they are timely in loss recognition. In the association of stock prices and
earnings and book value, Panel C2 shows a higher R ? for firms cross-listed in the USA
than for UKCL firms. For good news firms, R “ is higher for UKCL firms; for bad news
firms, US CL firms have a higher R?.

6. Conclusion

This paper examines whether differences exist in financial reporting quality between
firms cross-listed in Germany/UK and domestic firms that are not cross-listed in
Germany/UK. We find no difference in earnings quality between firms cross-listed in
Germany/UK and domestic firms not cross-listed in Germany/UK. In addition, we find
lower accounting quality in German and UK CL firms compared to US CL firms.

Our results suggest that bonding may not be a motive for firms choosing to
cross-list in Germany or the UK, supporting Coffee’s (2002) hypothesis that firms do
not appear to regard cross-listing in non-US markets as a close substitute for US
cross-listing. This is also consistent with the findings of Pagano ef al. (2002) that firms
cross-listed in Europe are different from those cross-listed in the USA.

The study is subject to some limitations. CL firms may differ from NCL firms in
characteristics other than country, size and cross-listing, the variables used in this
study to match the firms. Financial reporting quality may be influenced by other
variables not examined in this paper. We lost a large number of observations due to the
matching process and therefore are limited by a small sample size.

Notes

1. Doidge et al. (2009), “In 1998, London had 487 foreign listings, or 16% of the 2,978 foreign
listings around the world, and the cross-listings on the New York exchanges totaled 893, or
30% of the total. The next three largest exchanges in terms of the global market share of
foreign listings in 1998 were the Luxembourg exchange (7%), Deutsche Borse (7%), and the
Swiss Exchange (6%).”
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2. See the web sites of World Federation of Exchanges: www.world-exchanges.org/files/ (German and UK
statistics/excel/ WFE %20Annual % 20Report %20140509.pdf and www.world-exchanges. cross-listings
org/files/statistics/excel/ WFE09 % 20final.pdf g

3. The countries are ranked in order of the comprehensiveness of required financial disclosures
as follows: the USA, the UK, The Netherlands, Canada, France, Japan, Germany and
Switzerland.

4. The exchanges in the study include: Amsterdam, Brussels, Frankfurt, London, Madrid, 207
Milan, Paris, Stockholm, Vienna, Easdaq, AMEX, NASDAQ, and NYSE.

5. We are grateful to a reviewer for this suggestion.
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